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Automation of Western blotting
An automated system can now make
protein blotting easier. By automating
buffer delivery, decanting and washing
steps, the new Western Processor from
Bio-Rad provides for easier validation
and consistency of results. Ideal for
integration into GLP type procedures.
With 5 pre-programmed methods and
the ability to store up to 10 user-
defined protocols, the processor can be
left to develop up to 2 large or 4 mini
blots at a time. The instrument is
completely self-contained, compact
and cold-room compatible.
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HTRF kinase kit
Packard Instruments Company has
introduced a new way to evaluate the
premier high throughput screening
assay technology on site. The HTRF
Kinase Demonstration Kit includes
biotinylated substrate, epidermal
growth factor enzyme, monoclonal
antibody conjugated with proprietary
europium cryptate label and
streptavidin conjugated with XL665,
the acceptor fluorophor. Together
these reagents provide a homogeneous,
two-step reaction, which requires no
filtration or separation steps.
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In Brief
Recombinantly expressed protein
The VoyagerTM Technology, from
Invitrogen, utilizes the VP22 gene product to
target recombinant protein into virtually 100%
of a cultured cell population. The VoyagerTM
vectors, pVP22/myc-His and pVP22/myc-His
TOPO, allow you to express your favorite
gene as a fusion to VP22. Upon transfection,
the VP22 gene fusion is expressed and
translocated to the nucleus of virtually 100%
of the non-transfected cultured cells.
VoyagerTM vectors are ideal for the study of
transcriptional and translational regulation as
well as other nuclear regulation events.
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Simplified system management
TECAN has added more automation features
to the latest version of its successful FACTS
(Flexible Assay and Task Scheduler) software,
building on the ease of use and convenience
that have made FACTS v3 so popular. New
features available with FACTS v4 include
worklist mode, which allows worklists to start
without user intervention, and a multi-
resource liquid handling driver that accepts
several different pipetting requests
simultaneously. Other benefits are automated
disposable tip handling, for replacing empty
disposable tip rack holders and optimised
use of deck space.
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Improved productivity and creativity
Scientists who have used SciFinder for
more than one year say this revolutionary
research tool launched by Chemical
Abstracts Service (CAS) has led to
productivity gains and improved creativity in
the research process. Users of SciFinder
gave the product high marks in four areas of
performance: improving scientists’
productivity, offering high quality information,
enabling more creativity in the research
process, and providing easy access to
needed information.
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Gene expression microarray
Incyte Pharmaceuticals, Inc. has
announced the availability of the first gene
expression microarray in its ZooGEM family,
Rat GEMTM microarray 1.0 (liver and
kidney), that includes over 7,400 genes
derived from Incyte rat clones from the
ZooSeqTM database. Life science
researchers can use this new microarray for
toxicology studies involving rat model
systems, gene discovery, target validation
and pre-clinical studies. Gene expression
microarrays are high-density arrays of DNA
samples deposited on a glass chip.
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The new Galaxy ‘S’ CO2 incubator
from RS Biotech has been well
recieved by customers and
distributors alike. Customers have
confirmed that the new model fully
meets their demands for a high
specification incubator representing
excellent value for money. The
Galaxy ‘S’ retains the impressive
performance features of the Galaxy
range and incorporates advanced
electronics and keypad calibration
for improved operating efficiency.
Temperature, CO2 and humidity can
be precisely controlled; audio and
visual alarms have been incorporated
and an over-temperature cut-out
facility is included as standard. For
maximum confidence, icons on the
display continually advise users of
the operating status. A unique heat
profiling system eliminates the need
for a fan ensuring the maximum CO2
dispersion and reduced sample
evaporation. The vibration-free
Galaxy ‘S’ offers significant benefits
for all cell biology and tissue culture
applications. The Galaxy ‘S’ was
launched at Analytica.
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High specification incubator
